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What must be done to protect the public
water system?

The public water supplier must determine
potential and actual hazards. If a hazard exists at
a customer’s public water supply service
connection, the customer will be required to
install and maintain an appropriate backfow
preventer* at the meter and/or at the source of
the hazard.,

*Check with vour watey supplier to verify which
backflow preventer is required before purchase
orinstallation.

‘Who is responsible?

In Ohio, the responsibility for preventing
backfiow {s divided. In general, state and local
plumbing inspectors have authority over
plumbing systems within buildings while Qhic
EPA and swater suppliers regulate protection of
the distribution system at each service
connection,

Water customers have the ultimate responsibility
for properly maintaining their plumbing systems.
It is the homeowner’'s or other customer's
regponsibility to ensure that crozs-zonnections
are not created and that any required backflow
preventers are tested yearly and are in operable
condition.

What is the law?

Ohio Administrative Code Chapter 3745-95
requires the public water supplier to protect the
public water system from cross-connections and
prevent backflow situations. The public water
supplier must conduct cross-connection control
ingpections of their water customers’ property to
evaluate hazards. Local ordinances orwater
department regulations may also exist and must
ke followed in addition to state regulations,

1f a potential or actual cross-connection
contamination hazard is identified, the customer
will be required to elimirate the hazavd andfor
install an appropriate backflow preventer atthe
service connection and/or at the hazard,

Special Conditions
Auxiliary Water Systems

What is an auxiliary water system?

ft is any water system on or available to your
property other than the public water system,
Used water or water from welis, cisterns or cpen
reservairs that are equipped with pumps or other
sources of pressure. including gravity are
examples.

What protection is required?

o The auxiliary water system must be
sompletely separated from water supply
plumbing served by 2 public veater system:;
ard

« Anapproved backflow preventer must be
installed at the service connection {where the
public water system connects to the
customer's plumbing system).

OR

» The auxiliary water system must be
eliminared.

Are there exceptions?

At their discretion, the watar supplier may waive
the requirement for a backflow preventer at the
service connection if all the following conditions
are met:

» All components of the auxiliary water system,
including pumps, pressure tanks and piping.
are removed from the premises, which are
defined as all buildings, dwellings, structures
or areas with water supply plumbing
connected to the public water system.

s The possimlity of connecting the suxiliary
water system to the water supply plumbing is
determined by the water supplier to be
extremely low,

¢ Mo other hazards exist.

e The customer enters into a contract with the
water suppliern as described below.

The contract will reguire the customer:

¢ Tounderstand the potential hazard of a cross-
connection.

¢ Tc never create & Cross-connection between

the auxiliary water system and the public

water systen.

Te allow an inspector to survey their

preperty for hazards as long as the contract is

in effect.

To face loss of service and other penalties if

the contract is violated.

The water supplier must gerform an atnuai
inspection of the customer’s contrace-regulated
preperty to verify the conditions have not
changed, which would warrant installation of ¢
hackilow preventer. The water suppiier must, by
law, do evervthing reasonably possikie to protect
the water system from contamination.

Booster Pumps

What is the conceru?

Booster pumps connected to plumbing systems or
water mains can cause backsiphonage by
reducing the water mains. The following
requirements are in place to help prevent
backsiphonage:

o Booster pumps, not used for fire suppression.
must be equipped with a low suction cut-off
switch that is tested and certified every year;

» Alternately, when a booster pump is
necessary for one-, two- and three-family
dwellings, it is preferved that the booster
pump draw from a surge tank filled through
an air gap; and

» Booster pumps, used in a fire suppression
system, must be equipped with either alow
suction throttling valve on the discharge side
or be equipped with a variable speed suction
limiting control system. Low-pressure cut-off
devices will suffice for fire pumps installed
prior to August 8, 2008. until a significant
modification is warranted, at which point the
wminimum pressure sustaining method must
be updated. Each of these methods must be
tested and certified each year.

Contacts

Need more information?

Questions concerning backflow prevention and
cross-connection control may be directed to your
local water department or to your local Ohia EPA
District Office at the following numbers:

Northwest District  (419) 352-8461
Northeast District  (330) 963-1200
Southwest District  (937) 285-6357
Southeast District  (740) 385-8501
Central District (614) 728-3778

Questions regarding internal plumbing in the
home may be diracted to your local plumbing
authority or to the Qhio Departmentof
Commerce, flumbing Administrater, at: (614)
644-3153.

John Kasich, Gevernor
Craig W. Butler, Director

Ohio EPA is an Equal Opportunicy Employer
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